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A Negotiated Resolution packet was provided to the Committee by the Compliance Coordinator.  It contained a Procedural Summary, Factors Considered 
by the Charging Party, Negotiated Resolutions, Membership Profiles, Recorder Complaint, and Charge Letter. 
 
The Negotiated Resolutions included statements from each party.  Mr. Barush stated: “While playing in online ACBL games with Resa Becher we 
sometimes exchanged information about our hands.  I regret that we did that and I regret the harm that it caused other ACBL members.”  Ms. Becher 
stated “While James and I were playing on ACBL online we sometimes exchanged information about our hands.  I deeply regret my behavior, and am so 
sorry, especially to other players.”  

In the Matter of James Barush and Resa Becher, a divided panel approved the Negotiated Resolutions entered into by the 
parties and ACBL Management in which the parties admitted to violation of CDR 3.20 Cheating and other ethical Violations 
(CDR effective May 1, 2020).  Mr. Barush agreed to a 3-month suspension to begin on December 1, 2023, followed by 2 
years probation during which he is prohibited from playing in ACBL online games with Resa Becher for the duration of his 
probation.  He forfeits 5% of his current Masterpoint® total.  He further agreed that If he plays in any ACBL sanctioned 
games between December 1, 2023 and when the agreement is accepted by the Appeals and Charges Committee, the 
agreement is voidable by the ACBL.  Ms. Becher agreed to a 3-month suspension to begin on October 2, 2023, followed by 
2 years probation during which she is prohibited from playing in ACBL online games with James Barush for the duration of 
her probation.  She forfeits 5% of her current Masterpoint® total.  She further agreed that If she plays in any ACBL 
sanctioned games between October 2, 2023 and when the agreement is accepted by the Appeals and Charges Committee, 
the agreement is voidable by the ACBL. Both will be members “Not in Good Standing” during the period of their discipline.



CDR 3.20, effective May 1, 2020, Cheating and Other Ethical Violations

Barush - 2 year Probation (3/1/24 - 2/28/26  Becher - 2 years (1/2/24 - 1/1/26); They are prohibited from 
playing in online ACBL sanctioned games with each other during their probationary periods. 

Barush - 3-months (12/1/23 - 2/29/24); Becher: 3 months (10/2/23 - 1/1/24)

Both parties - forfeiture of 5% total Masterpoints. 
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