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NEWPORT MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL
11311 Newport Mill Road, Kensington, MD 20895

Maryland Hospitality Play for Silver!
Lunch & refreshments included Sat. & Sun.! NLMs with fewer than 500 MPs

Saturday, May 19

Free ½ hour lesson before afternoon game, by Leslie Shafer, ACBL Teacher of the Year!

NLM StrataFlighted Pairs (500/200/100 and separate 50/20/10)  . . .10:30 am

NLM StrataFlighted Pairs (500/200/100 and separate 50/20/10)  . . . .3:00 pm

Sunday, May 20 (All day playthrough with lunch break)

Stratified Swiss Teams (500/200/100)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:30 am

—All events are stratified by average masterpoints, but no individual’s masterpoint total may

exceed the event’s upper limit. Strata may be adjusted according to attendance.—

TOURNAMENT CHAIR & PARTNERSHIPS:

Murat Berk, mmberk@gmail.com

DIRECTIONS to Newport Mill Middle School: Take the Beltway (I-495) to the Georgia Ave exit
(Exit 31A, MD 97) North (towards Wheaton). Go 1.6 miles then bear left onto Viers Mill Rd. Go 1.0
miles then turn left onto Newport Mill Rd. Go 1/4 mile to school on left.

know of Members to whom this applies, please
be sure to tell them that: In San Diego, the BOD
voted that if you joined the ACBL prior to 2010
and subsequently let your membership lapse,
you can have your membership reinstated prior
to July 1, 2018 at no charge and the LM rank
requirements existing prior to 2010 will be
applied to you. After July 1, 2018, you may rejoin
for a $50 fee and the LM rank requirements
existing prior to 2010 will be applied to you.

• Three-flighted Regional events may be run
with up to two strats in each of the top two flights
and up to three strata in the third flight—this is
a change from the current accepted practice of
having three flights, each with two strats.

• A number of you have expressed chagrin
about the way in which overall awards are cal-
culated in NABC+ events. Now, for six-session
NABC+ pair and team games, all pairs/teams
that qualify for the final two sessions will be
included in the overalls if there are at least
10/19 tables (pairs/teams) and the calculated
award is not less than one (1.00) masterpoint.
The depth of the award will be at least 10% of
the number of pairs/teams in the field, up to a
maximum of 25% of the number of pairs/teams
in the field. Now we just need to get ACBLscore
to implement this new requirement correctly!

• The electronic device policy in place at
NABCs shall be adopted by all ACBL Regional
tournaments. A similar proposal to require the
same policy at sectionals was defeated 9-14-2—I
was one of the nine who voted for it. If we expect
to run Sectional Tournament at Clubs (STaCs) and
other games in clubs, a consistent electronic pol-
icy at sectionals and in clubs should be followed.

• The Mini-Blue Ribbon masterpoint limit
has been increased to 6,000 masterpoints from
the previous 5,000 masterpoints, to match the
upper limit of the GNT events.

• A new extended team event, the Soloway KO,
will be introduced into the Fall NABC schedule,
beginning in 2019. This will parallel the Vanderbilt
in the Spring and Spingold in the Summer NABC,
and will start with a two-day Swiss-qualifying
event, after which the top 32 teams will proceed to
the KO portion. This event is the request of the top-
player-comprised National Competitions and
Conventions Committee, and it is hoped that its
format will encourage many teams that might not
otherwise enter a high-level team event to do so.

• Any future NABC events with extended
team games that have the quarterfinal of that14




